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secondary school. At the same time, the stand-
ard in German, arithmetic, geometry, history and
geography is kept sufficiently high to make the
transfer of specially gifted pupils to the Aufbau-
schide possible.
The subjects taught in the upper four years of
the   Volksschule   are   German,   arithmetic   and
elements  of geometry,   German history,   civics,
geography,   nature   study,   drawing,   music  and
physical   training.    Besides these   subjects, boys
are taught manual training and girls sewing and,
where arrangements can be made,  cooking and
housekeeping also.    A modern foreign language
is also sometimes taught as an elective subject.
The  total  number  of periods  per  week varies
between thirty and thirty-two.    The subject to
which the greatest weight is given is, as is to be
expected,   the  German  language, for  which  as
many as eight periods are allotted in the 5th class
and seven in the other classes.    Next in import-
ance are arithmetic and geometry, which are treat-
ed together and receive four to five periods in the
5th class and five to six periods in the higher
classes.    To elementary science, two periods are
devoted in the fifth year and three to four periods
in the higher classes,   while history and civics
together get two periods in the 5th and 6th and
three periods in the 7th and 8th years.    The
remaining subjects are taught from two to four
periods a week : religion four, physical training
three and drawing, singing, geography and man-
ual training (for boys) and sewing (for girls) two